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Rand Water Completes Massive Maintenance Project Ahead of
Schedule, Boosting Water Supply Across Gauteng and Beyond

By Karabo Marifi

and Water, South Africa’s largest
Rwater utility, has confirmed

that its massive maintenance
programme, which began last Thursday,
was successfully completed in the early
hours of Monday morning—14 hours
ahead of schedule. The project, aimed
at securing long-term water supply,
will benefit parts of Johannesburg,
Ekurhuleni, Tshwane, and several
surrounding municipalities, including
areas in Mpumalanga. This achievement
is a significant step towards ensuring
reliable water access for millions of
residents and businesses across the
region.
Details of the Maintenance Work
The maintenance was carried out across
two sites, approximately 10 kilometres
apart, and involved critical upgrades to
Rand Water’s infrastructure. A key focus
of the project was connecting the new
B16 pipeline from the Zuikerbosch Water
Treatment Plant to Mapleton’s Engine
Room 3. This connection enhances the
water distribution network, helping to
meet the growing demand in Gauteng
and beyond.
Rand Water spokesperson Makenosi
Maroo shared the good news, stating:

“We are pleased to inform you that we
have completed the tie-in of the Bl6
pipeline from Zuikerbosch Station 5,
and this was completed well ahead
of schedule. Rand Water will issue
regular updates through its official
communication channels and social

media platforms.”
Impact During the Maintenance
Period

To carry out this essential work, key
pumping systems at Eikenhof, Palmiet,
Mapleton, and Zwartkopjes operated at
reduced capacity from Thursday until the
project’s completion on Monday. This
temporaryreductionaffected water supply
in the serviced areas, prompting Rand
Water to urge residents and businesses to
conserve water during the maintenance
period. Despite these challenges, the
utility’s efficient execution ensured the
work was completed faster than planned,
minimising disruptions.

What Happens Next?

With the maintenance now complete,
water supply is expected to gradually
return to normal. Low-lying areas will see
recovery first, while high-lying regions
may take slightly longer to stabilise.
Rand Water has encouraged customers
to continue using water sparingly during
this recovery phase to support the

system’s return to full capacity.

The successful connection of the B16
pipeline strengthens the region’s water
infrastructure, providing a more reliable
supply for the future. Gauteng, a vital
economic hub, and parts of Mpumalanga
will benefit from this upgrade, which is
designed to address both current needs
and future growth.

A Call for Water Conservation

Even with the project completed, Rand

Water has stressed the importance of
responsible water use. By conserving
water, residents can help ease pressure on
the system as it stabilises. The utility will
keep the public informed through regular
updates on its official website and social
media platforms, ensuring transparency
and support for affected communities.

By Natalie Naidoo

ollins Letsoalo, CEO of the
‘ Road Accident Fund (RAF),

has strongly denied that he is
suspended — asserting instead that he
has been placed on “special leave” in
what he describes as a politically driven
move to silence his anti-corruption
agenda. The leave follows a Special
Investigating Unit (SIU) probe into a
R79 million lease deal for the RAF’s
Johannesburg offices.
Collins Letsoalo, appointed CEO of the
Road Accident Fund in September 2019,
has been lauded as a bold reformer who
has guided the RAF through a period
of financial and governance overhaul.
Under his leadership, average claim
payouts rose from 57 % to 84.5 %, while
the fund recorded savings totalling nearly
R50 billion — including R3O0 billion
in legal costs, R14.5 billion in medical
costs, and R3billion in irregular
payments to non-residents . These
figures underscore his commitment to
reform and fiscal responsibility.
Amidst this, Letsoalo was abruptly
placed on “special leave” on 27 May
2025, following a preliminary SIU
report alleging irregularities in several
high-value RAF contracts, most notably
a R79 million lease with Mowana
Properties . However, he fiercely contests
the allegations, claiming that the move
to Parktown offices via GEPF-owned
property was justified — state-owned
assets were under-utilised and the deal
had full board and Treasury approval .
In an interview with #Newzroom405’s
Xoli Mngambi, Letsoalo branded the
leave as a political tactic. “I’m not on
suspension. It’s called special leave. |
don’t know what that is... it does not
exist in the RAF policy,” he stated . He
described being taken by surprise, just
hours after preparing to speak to the
Standing Committee on Public Accounts
(SCOPA).
He rebuffed claims that he overridden a
bid evaluation committee, emphasising
that as CEO he had the legal authority to
do so. He flagged the risk of government

RAF CEO Collins Letsoalo Speaks Out: ‘I'm Not Suspended,
I'm Being Punished for Fighting Corruption’

spaces lying idle and said he had since
negotiated to fill them with other state
functions, like Pretoria offices in Brasa
building .

Letsoalo’s assertive defence didn’t end at
offices — he highlighted the 360-degree
assessments required for contract renewal
and asked why, just as his evaluation
concluded, he was put on leave. His
contract is due to expire in August 2025.
He views the timing as strategic, aimed
at undermining his reappointment .

He also explained that the SIU had
been invited by the RAF under his
leadership in 2021 to probe fraud within
the organisation — including duplicate
payments and misuse of trust accounts by
legal firms . His argument: if anything,
he brought the scrutiny on himself as part
of reform, not corruption.

SIU Investigation and Allegations

The SIU’s mandate extends beyond the
R79 million lease deal to include:

R5.3 million vehicle leaseback

allegations

R19 million cleaning
contract over-extension
R313 million backlog-clearing contract
R40 million furniture tender concerns
Letsoalo defends all these as necessary
or previously board-approved contracts.
His central plea is that none have been
proven wrong, and he remains confident
in the legality and justification of his
decisions.

EFF, SCOPA and Parliamentary Reaction
The EFF has been outspoken in its
support, branding Letsoalo’s leave a
“witch hunt” — a move to defame a man
exposing rot in the RAF and judiciary,
rather than addressing true corruption .
EFF spokesperson Sinawo Thambo said:
“Letsoalo is being punished for fighting
corruption in the RAF and judiciary.”
The party has signalled its intention to
pressure Transport Minister Sindisiwe
Chikunga and demand a parliamentary
review by the Portfolio Committee on

and security

Transport.

SCOPA has also voiced concern over the
RAF’s instability, citing the absence of a
Head of Legal and mounting liabilities of
R300 billion in court orders — insisting
on accountability and clarity in RAF
governance .

Government & Board Position

The  Department  of  Transport,
represented by  Deputy  Minister
Mkhuleko Hlengwa and spokesperson
Collen Msibi, stood firm that Letsoalo’s
leave is solely precautionary — to
secure an independent investigation.
Emphasis was placed on adherence to
the Road Accident Fund Act, Public
Finance Management Act, and King IV
governance standards. Their objective is
clearly framed as ensuring transparency,
not passing judgement .

A board meeting is scheduled for 9 June
2025, and in preparation, Phathutshedzo
Lukhwareni has been appointed Acting
CEO to maintain operational flow .
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Fezile Ngubane Vows to Rebuild Life After Being
Cleared in Olorato Mongale Murder Case

4

By Lerato Mpembe

Fezile Ngubane, a 40-year-old car
guard from KwaMashu, KwaZulu-
Natal, has pledged to turn his life around
after being mistakenly identified as a
suspect in the brutal murder of Olorato
Mongale, a 30-year-old postgraduate
student at Wits University. Ngubane,
who handed himself over to the
KwaMashu police station on Friday,
28 May 2025, was cleared of all
allegations following a South African
Police Service (SAPS) investigation
that revealed he was a victim of identity
theft orchestrated by the main suspect,
Philangenkosi Makhanya, who was
killed in a shootout with police in
Amanzimtoti.

ATragic Loss and a Case of Mistaken
Identity

Olorato Mongale’s life was cut short
in a senseless act of violence that has
left her family, friends, and community
reeling. Her body was discovered
dumped in an open field in Lombardy
West, Johannesburg, on Sunday, 25
May 2025, just hours after she went
missing following a date with a man
she met at a mall in Bloemfontein.
The 30-year-old, described as a “go-
getter” and “bookworm” by her family,
was pursuing a Master’s degree in
ICT policies and regulations at Wits
University and was months away from
graduating. Her death has sparked
outrage and renewed calls for action
against GBV in South Africa.

Initially, Fezile Ngubane was named
a suspect in Mongale’s murder after
police found 28 SIM cards registered
in his name in the possession of
Philangenkosi Makhanya, the main
suspect. Makhanya, who was killed
during apolice shootout in Amanzimtoti
on Friday, 28 May 2025, had allegedly
used Ngubane’s identity to RICA SIM
cards, open bank accounts, and even
purchase clothes at retail stores. SAPS
National  Spokesperson  Brigadier
Athlenda Mathe confirmed that
Ngubane was a victim of identity theft,
stating, “We have officially cleared
him and he has been released into the
custody of his parents.”

Ngubane, who earns a living washing
cars in KwaMashu, expressed relief at
being exonerated but admitted to feeling
scared due to community backlash.
“I’m still a bit scared,” he said. “People
give negative comments on Facebook
even though [I’ve been cleared.”
Ngubane’s parents, particularly his

father, Mandlakhe Ngubane, described
the ordeal as a wake-up call for their
son, who has struggled with drug
addiction for years. “He was very
smart,” Mandlakhe said. “I sent him to
a Muslim school in Johannesburg, but
he was expelled in Grade 11 because of
the drugs he was smoking.”

Olorato Mongale: A Life Full of
Promise

Olorato Mongale was a shining
light in South Africa’s academic and
journalism communities. A graduate of
Rhodes University with a journalism
degree in 2016, she also studied abroad
in South Carolina on an exchange
programme and taught English in
South Korea during a self-funded
gap year. Her mother, Mayo Mal,
described her as a “wonderful child”
who was “caring, intelligent, and
loved people.” Olorato’s passion for
learning was evident in her extensive
book collection and her pursuit of a
Master’s degree. “She lived her life to
the fullest,” her mother said, reflecting
on her daughter’s vibrant spirit and
infectious laughter.

Mongale’s tragic end came after she
went on a date with a man she knew
only as “John,” whom she met at a
mall in Bloemfontein. On Sunday, 25
May 2025, she texted her friend Thato
Molongoana, sharing her excitement
about the date and her location via Find
My iPhone. When her phone’s location
indicated she was in a dangerous
area, Molongoana and another friend
followed the signal, only to find
Mongale’s handbag, phone, and
belongings abandoned. Her body was
later discovered in Lombardy West,
prompting a swift police response.

A Syndicate Targeting Women

SAPS investigations have uncovered
a chilling syndicate targeting young
women across South Africa, with
Mongale’s murder linked to a broader
pattern of crime. The syndicate,
allegedly led by Philangenkosi
Makhanya and his accomplice Bongani
Mthimkhulu, who remains at large,
operated a “romance scam” targeting
women inmalls. The perpetrators would
propose dates, gain their trust, and then
rob or kidnap them. Brigadier Mathe
revealed that the syndicate is linked
to at least 20 cases across provinces,
including  Pretoria, Johannesburg,
Mpumalanga, and Bloemfontein.

On 20 April 2025, Makhanya and
Mthimkhulu were arrested in Brakpan
for kidnapping and robbing a woman
during her lunch break. They were
released on bail six days later, allowing
them to continue their crime spree. The
white VW Polo used in these crimes,
registered to Mthimkhulu’s father, was
seized by SAPS on 28 May 2025 at
a panel beater workshop in Phoenix,
Durban. Forensic experts found traces
of blood inside the vehicle, confirming
its role in Mongale’s murder.

Police have also recovered 27 smart
ID cards in Makhanya’s possession,
including Ngubane’s, raising concerns
about widespread identity theft. “Our
team is still trying to establish whether
these males were involved in criminal
activities or were also victims of

identity theft,” Mathe said. The father
and mother of Mthimkhulu, who are in
custody, are cooperating with police.
The mother is believed to have tipped
off her son, enabling him to evade
arrest on Wednesday, 27 May 2025.

A Community in Mourning

The loss of Olorato Mongale has sent
shockwaves through her community.
A candlelight service was held in
Lombardy West on Wednesday, 28
May 2025, followed by a memorial
service on Thursday, 29 May 2025, at
Mahube Tumelo Hall in Bloemfontein.
Her funeral took place on Sunday, 1
June 2025, at City Hall Bloemfontein,
with burial at Bainsvlei Private
Cemetery. The Musanda Foundation,
which attended the funeral, described
Mongale as a “bright young academic”
whose death is a “profound loss to our
nation.” They called for men to take a
stand against GBV and urged SAPS
and the justice system to act swiftly in
resolving such cases.

Mongale’s  family  spokesperson,
Criselda Kananda, spoke of her
“beautiful soul” and “signature hug”
that made everyone feel loved. Her
mother, Mayo Mal, shared the pain
of seeing her daughter’s body at the
mortuary, describing the perpetrators
as “animals” for their brutality. Despite
their grief, the family finds solace
in Olorato’s legacy of kindness and
determination.

Fezile Ngubane’s Redemption

For Fezile Ngubane, the ordeal has
been a turning point. Struggling with
an addiction to whoonga (also known
as nyoape), Ngubane admitted to past
mistakes but insisted he has never been
involved in crime. “I’ve never been a
fan of crime,” he said. “The addiction is
the one that’s hurt me a lot.” The three

days he spent in a holding cell, fearing
for his life, served as a stark reminder
of his need for change. “This is my last
opportunity in life to turn back to doing
good,” he said, expressing a desire for
help with his addiction.

Ngubane’s father, Mandlakhe, remains
hopeful that his son can reclaim
the potential he showed as a bright
student at Mangosuthu University of
Technology, where he enrolled for a
civil engineering qualification before
his addiction derailed his dreams. “He
is naturally a smart person,” Mandlakhe
said, urging his son to seize this second
chance.

The Hunt for Justice

The search for Bongani Mthimkhulu,
the remaining suspect, continues with
urgency. SAPS has alerted border
officials, suspecting he may attempt
to flee to neighbouring countries.
Police Minister Senzo Mchunu vowed,
“We will find him... dead or alive.”
Brigadier Mathe urged the public to
provide information on Mthimkhulu’s
whereabouts, emphasising that he
is dangerous and should not be
approached. She provided Brigadier
Nama’s contact number (+27 82 778
9035) for anonymous tips, noting that
over 94 calls have already provided
valuable leads.

The SAPS anti-kidnapping task team,
crime intelligence unit, and Durban
Metro K9 unit are working tirelessly
to bring Mthimkhulu to justice. The
recovery of the VW Polo, with its
cloned number plate (LT 57 JG GP),
has been a significant breakthrough,
linking the vehicle to multiple crimes.
The vehicle’s owner, Mthimkhulu’s
father, is in custody and cooperating
with police.
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Minister Hiabisa Warns Legal Initiation Schools:
‘Registration Does Not Exempt You from the Law’

By Lerato Mpembe

schools, Minister of Cooperative

Governance and Traditional Affairs
(CoGTA) Velenkosini Hlabisa has made
it clear that registration does not shield
them from accountability. Speaking at
the launch of the 2025 winter customary
initiation season in Bloemfontein, Free
State, over the weekend, Hlabisa stressed
that any school breaking the law will
face swift consequences. “Any school
that contravenes the law, disregards
safety regulations or endangers lives
will be closed without hesitation. The
law is unequivocal and applies to all,”
he said. The event, held under the theme
“Mabaye Bephila, Babuye Bephila” —
meaning ensuring the safety and well-
being of initiates — marks a renewed
push for a safe and culturally respectful
season following the tragic loss of lives
in 2024. Government Cracks Down
on Unsafe Practices
The Minister’s address comes in the wake
of a devastating 2024 initiation season,
during which 94 young men lost their
lives and 11 others suffered amputations
due to unsafe practices. These incidents
were particularly widespread in the
Eastern Cape and Free State, where
illegal schools and poor oversight
have long been a concern. Hlabisa’s
message was firm: the government will
not tolerate negligence or lawlessness,
even from registered initiation schools.
He urged parents, traditional leaders,
and community members to stay alert
and report any abuse or misconduct,
highlighting the shared responsibility to
protect initiates.
The Customary Initiation Act of 2021
stands at the heart of this crackdown.
Introduced to safeguard initiates
while preserving the cultural value of
initiation rites, the Act sets strict rules
that all schools must follow. It requires
every initiation school to register with
the authorities and comply with safety
standards. Failure to do so can lead

In a stern warning to legal initiation

EP{ : T i

to harsh penalties, including fines,

imprisonment, or immediate closure.
For registered schools, the Minister’s
warning is a reminder that their status
does not exempt them from these rules.
“We will not tolerate any deviation
from the standards set forth in the
Act,” Hlabisa declared, reinforcing
the government’s commitment to
enforcement.

A Tragic Past Fuels Urgent Reform
The 2024 season’s grim toll — 94 deaths
and 11 amputations — has cast a long
shadow over this cultural practice.
Most of these tragedies occurred in the
Eastern Cape, where 60 lives were lost,
and the Free State, which recorded 20
deaths. These figures reflect a sharp
rise compared to previous years, driven
by illegal schools operating without
oversight, as well as negligence in
registered ones. Common causes
included dehydration, hypothermia,
and botched circumcisions by untrained
traditional surgeons, often in remote
areas with little access to medical help.
The memory of these losses weighed
heavily at the Bloemfontein launch. In
a poignant moment, Hlabisa offered his
condolences to the family of Olorato
Mongale, a young man kidnapped and
killed in Gauteng just last week. “This
tragedy underscores the urgent need

for vigilance and accountability in our
initiation practices,” he said. “We must
take decisive actions to prevent such
incidents from occurring in the future.”
His words struck a chord with attendees,
many of whom see the 2025 season as a
chance to turn the tide and restore trust
in this age-old tradition.

Strategic Steps for a Safer 2025
Season

To prevent a repeat of last year’s horrors,
the government has rolled out a detailed
plan for the 2025 winter initiation
season. Hlabisa outlined key measures
aimed at ensuring every initiate returns
home safely. All initiation schools must
now register and be verified to meet
safety standards. Before the rituals
begin, every initiate will undergo a
medical screening to catch any health
risks early. Traditional surgeons and
caregivers will face thorough training
and vetting to ensure they’re up to the
task.

On top of that, monitoring units and
emergency response teams will be
set up to keep watch over the season.
These teams will step in quickly if
something goes wrong, whether it’s
a health crisis or a school flouting the
rules. Health protocols will also be
tightened to tackle common dangers like
dehydration and hypothermia, which
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have claimed too many lives in the past.
“These efforts would enhance effective
service delivery and boost community
engagement during this critical period,”
Hlabisa explained, framing the plan as a
collective effort to protect young men.

Teamwork  Across Government
Departments

The Minister didn’t stop at promises —he
laid out a clear roadmap for collaboration
across government. CoGTA will team
up with several departments to make
the season a success. The Department
of Health will provide doctors and
nurses to carry out medical checks and
offer support if emergencies arise. The
Department of Basic Education will
keep tabs on students taking part and
help families stay in the loop, ensuring
parents know what’s happening.
Meanwhile, the South African Police
Service (SAPS) will take a hard line
against illegal schools, shutting them
down and rescuing initiates in danger.
The National Prosecuting Authority
(NPA) will step in to prosecute anyone
breaking the law, from negligent
caregivers to  school operators.
Provincial CoGTA departments will
tie it all together, coordinating efforts
and keeping communities involved.
“CoGTA will work in close collaboration
with various government departments
to ensure a smooth and well-managed
initiation season,” Hlabisa affirmed,
showing how every piece fits into the
bigger picture.

A Cultural Tradition Under Pressure
Initiation schools hold deep meaning in
South Africa, especially for communities
like the Xhosa, Sotho, and Ndebele.
For centuries, these rites have guided
young men from boyhood to manhood,
teaching values, resilience, and identity
through sacred rituals. But the rising
death toll and reports of abuse have put
this tradition under scrutiny. Some see
it as a practice in need of rescue, while
others worry that too much regulation
could strip it of its spirit.

Traditional leaders have largely
embraced the government’s push for
safety. “We are committed to preserving
our cultural heritage while ensuring
the safety of our young men,” said one
prominent chief from the Eastern Cape.
“The Customary Initiation Act provides
a framework for us to do both.” Yet,
not everyone agrees. Some community
voices argue for a lighter touch. “We
must strike a balance between safety and
cultural integrity,” a local activist noted.
“The government should work closely
with traditional leaders to ensure that
the regulations respect our traditions.”
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Gauteng Police Hunt for Suspects in Murder of 14-Year-0ld Likhona
Fose Amid South Africa's Gender-Based Violence Crisis

By Mpho Moloi

auteng police are on the
lookout for suspects behind
the murder of 14-year-old

Likhona Fose, whose body was found
in Durban Deep, on the West Rand.
Fose’s murder comes as the country
laments the ongoing gender-based
violence (GBV) and femicide crisis,
following the murder of 30-year-old
Olorato Mongale in Johannesburg last
week. The grim discovery also happens
days before the fifth anniversary of the
murder of Tshegofatso Pule, whose
lifeless body was found hanging from
a tree, also in Durban Deep. She was
eight months pregnant at the time. The
brutal killing of Likhona, a Grade 8
pupil at Ikusasalethu Secondary School
in Braamfischerville, has sparked
outrage and deepened concerns about
the safety of women and children in
South Africa.

A Tragic Loss in Durban Deep

On Sunday, 1 June 2025, the mutilated
body of 14-year-old Likhona Fose was
discovered in an open veld in Durban
Deep, Roodepoort, by a passer-by who
alerted the authorities. The young girl,
a learner at Ikusasalethu Secondary
School in Braamfischerville, had her
life cut short in a violent act that has
left her family and community in
shock. Gauteng police have launched
an urgent investigation to uncover the
circumstances of her death and identify
those responsible. “The suspects are
unknown at this stage, and police
investigations are underway. Resources
have been mobilised to ensure that
culprits responsible for this heinous
attack are behind bars and brought to
book,” said police spokesperson Kay
Makhubele. Authorities are appealing
to the public for any information that
could lead to arrests, urging people to
contact the Crime Stop line at 08600
10111 or use the MySapsApp for
anonymous tip-offs.

Likhona’s body showed signs of
extreme violence, though specific
details about her injuries have not
yet been released as the investigation
continues. The location of her death—
Durban Deep—carries a haunting

significance, as it was the same area
where Tshegofatso Pule was found
murdered five years earlier. This
connection has amplified the urgency
of the police search and highlighted
the recurring tragedy in the West Rand.
A School and Community Devastated
Likhona Fose was a Grade 8 pupil
at Ikusasalethu Secondary School,
known for her quiet determination and
dreams of a brighter future. Her death
has shattered her school community
in Braamfischerville, a township in
Soweto. Gauteng Education MEC
Matome Chiloane visited her family
on Monday, 2 June 2025, to offer
condolences and pledge support. In
a heartfelt statement, he said, “As
the Department, we cannot begin to
express how deeply disheartened we
are by the loss of Likhona, a young
girl learner who had a bright future
ahead of her. For her life to have been
taken from her in such a brutal manner
is unacceptable, and we call on law
enforcement authorities to speedily
apprehend those responsible for this
heinous act.”

The Gauteng Department of Education
(GDE) acted swiftly, deploying its
Psycho-Social Support Unit to the
school. “The Gauteng Education
Department has urgently deployed
its Psycho-Social Support Unit at
Ikusasalethu Secondary School to
provide extensive counselling and
trauma support to learners and teachers
who may have been affected by this
tragic incident,” said spokesperson
Steve Mabona. Teachers and pupils,
many of whom saw Likhona as a friend
and classmate, are struggling to cope
with the loss. The unit aims to help
them process their grief and fear in the
wake of this senseless act.

National Child Protection Week
Overshadowed

The timing of Likhona’s murder adds
a layer of heartbreak, as it occurred
during National Child Protection
Week, which ran from 26 May to 2
June 2025. This annual campaign
focuses on raising awareness about
children’s rights and the need to shield
them from violence and abuse, as
outlined in South Africa’s Constitution.

MEC Chiloane reflected on this painful
irony, saying, “We are devastated by
the occurrence of young Likhona’s
death during National Child Protection
Week, where we raise awareness of the
rights of children as articulated in our
Constitution.” The tragedy has cast a
shadow over the campaign, exposing
the harsh reality that many children
remain vulnerable despite these efforts.
Community leaders and parents in
Braamfischerville have expressed
frustration and anger, questioning how
such a crime could happen during a
time meant to celebrate and protect
young lives. “It’s our duty as a society
to collectively support and champion
our children’s education beyond the
classroom, this includes ensuring the
safety of our children at all costs to
protect their future,” Chiloane added,
echoing a widespread sentiment that
more must be done.

Echoes of Past Tragedies

Likhona’s murder is not an isolated
incident but part of a disturbing pattern
of violence against women and girls
in South Africa. Just days earlier, on
25 May 2025, the body of 30-year-old
Olorato Mongale was found dumped
near Lombardy West in Johannesburg.
Mongale, a budding journalist and
postgraduate student, had gone on a
date with a man she met at a mall, only
to become the victim of a calculated
attack. Police investigations revealed
that she was killed by a syndicate
targeting women, luring them with
promises of romance before robbing
and murdering them. The main suspect,
Philangenkosi Makhanya, was killed in
a shootout with police, while another,
Bongani Mthimkhulu, remains on the
run. Mongale’s death sparked protests
and vigils, with many demanding an
end to the targeting of women in public
spaces.

The upcoming fifth anniversary of
Tshegofatso Pule’s murder on 4 June
2025 further deepens the sorrow
surrounding Likhona’s death. Pule,
who was eight months pregnant,
was found hanging from a tree in

Durban Deep in June 2020, her body
discovered just kilometres from
where Likhona’s now lay. Her killer,
Ntuthuko Shoba, was convicted and
sentenced to life imprisonment in 2022
after a lengthy trial that gripped the
nation. The similarities between the
cases—both occurring in Durban Deep,
both involving extreme violence—
have reignited calls for action from
activists and ordinary citizens alike.
“The murders of Olorato and Likhona
are yet another painful reminder that
South Africa remains one of the most
dangerous places in the world to be
a woman,” said Themba Masango, a
prominent civil rights advocate.

South Africa’s GBV and Femicide
Crisis

South Africa has long grappled with
one of the highest rates of gender-
based violence and femicide globally.
Recent data paints a grim picture:
between July and September 2024, 957
women were murdered, with countless
others surviving assaults and attempted
killings. The crisis affects women
and girls of all ages, from teenagers
like Likhona to adults like Olorato
and Tshegofatso. Activists argue that
the government’s response—while
vocal—has failed to stem the tide of
violence. “GBV and femicide must
be declared a national disaster. Not
tomorrow, but now. We need urgent
justice, strict enforcement, proper
trauma response, and a president who
fights for our lives like they matter,”
said a leading activist during a recent
rally.

The GDE has joined the chorus of
condemnation, stating, “Furthermore,
the GDE stands with the nation in
condemning all acts of Gender-Based
Violence and Femicide, especially
where learners are concerned.” Yet, for
many, words are not enough. Families
of victims often face long delays in the
justice system, as seen in Pule’s case,
where her family waited two years for
a conviction. Likhona’s loved ones
now brace for a similar journey, hoping
the police manhunt yields swift results.
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3 June 2025
ELECTRICITY OUTAGE: RIVERSDALE
OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT WARD 13
MEDIA ALERT
Dear Midvaal residents

02 June 2025

Flease take note of a power outage affecting the
e ZUMATO ADDRESS THE NATION ON RECENT POLITICAL Riversdale area, due o a vandalised mini-substation.

The estimated turnaround time for repairs is 8 — 12

Event: National Media Conference

hours.
Speaker: H.E. President Jacob Zuma, President of UMKHONTO WESIZWE
Date: Tuesday, 03 June 2025 The electricity supply must be treated as LIVE during
the outage period, for safety purposes.
Time: 14h00
Location: Coastlands Skye Hotel, 2 Vuna Close, uMhlanga Ridge, Durban, KwaZulu- WE‘ Si nc EI"E‘]\_{‘ GpG]DQiSE f-:::-r The iﬂCOnV&ﬁiEHCE ThIS
Natal

may cause.

Overview: H.E President Jacob Zuma will address the nation at a pivotal media
conference regarding the current political climate and ongoing developments in South
Africa and the MK Party.

Yours in service excellence.

Media Attendance: Journalists interested in attending must RSVP by the 03 June 2025
at 10h00. Accreditation details and venue specifics will be provided upon confirmation
of attendance.

RSVP:

https://mkparty.org.za/media-accreditation/

L E-X ]

MIDVAAL LOCAL MUNIC P AUTY
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Fezile Dabi

District Municipality

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS/WRITTEN QUOTATIONS
Fezile Dabi District Municipality hereby invites service providers to submit proposal/bids for the below mentioned project.

Bid Number | Bid Description Points System | Functionality Document Price Closing date Site Briefing Contact Person
016/2/2024-25 | Re-Advert: 80/20 Organisational Experience in R250.00 Monday, 09" June Not Applicable SCM Unit (016) 970
Procurement of 2 Proferential Municipalities: (Cash or direct deposit 2025 at 12:00pm 8600/Technical person
service provider for points system ;0 Pl;’“}ts X with a proof of deposit). | Fezile Dabi District Mr Paseka Moloi
asset management E“ nical l%xpertlse and Alternatively, Municipality Main 0713859176
services and review 5(’)‘ gz’i::ce' @www.etender.gov.za Building
of annual financial Project work plan with time for free on etender portal. | Sasolburg
statements f .
rames:
10 points
The minimum points for further
evaluation is 75 points
017/2/2024-25 | Re-Advert: 80/20 ' Company Experience: R250.00 Wednesday, 03" July | Not Applicable SCM Unit (016) 970
Request for proposal Pre'ferennal 60 points ) (Cash or direct deposit 2025 at 12:00pm 8600/Technical person
of the travel points system ;’Oahd_I?STA Certificate: with a proof of deposit). | Fezile Dabi District Mr Kehumile Taje
management » poin | Capacitv: Alternatively, Municipality Main 074 586 1351
company for the 1 3':;[::5 apacity: @www.etender.gov.za Building
period of (36) months for free on etender portal | Sasolburg
The minimum points for further
evaluation is 75 points

Requirements: - Valid company tax clearance certificate must be attached or pin supplied. Certified ID copy. - Certified copy of the company registration
cenlﬁcat'e/found}qg certificate must be attached. — Copy of CSD registration report must be attached. — Municipal rates and taxes statement or your landlord
stamp with municipal rates and taxes of the landlord or lease agreement with landlord municipality rates and taxes or affidavit with landlord municipality rates

and taxes.— All compulsory/supplementary forms contained in the bid documents must be completed and signed (MBD 1,4, 6.1, 8 & 9 amongst others)
— Company profile.

Please note: - Bidders should take note that the bid document will be obtainable as from Tuesday 03" of June 2025, from Supply Chain Management
Unit, Fezile Dabi District Municipality offices in Sasolburg and for free download on etender portal. A Sealed bid should clearly indicate the bid in which
you bid for - No bids will be accepted from persons in the service of the state. No telegraphic, telefax and late bids will be accepted.- Municipality is not bound
to accept the lowest bid.- Failure to comply with the above mentioned conditions may invalidate your bid.- Bids will remain valid for 90 days. —All quotations
will be evaluated in terms of preferential points system as prescribed in the preferential procurement policy regulation of 2022.
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By Thobeka Makume

oday marks a fresh start for
I approximately 200,000 young

South Africans as they step into
schools—not as learners, but as working
adults—under the fifth phase of the
Basic Education Employment Initiative
(BEEI). President Cyril Ramaphosa
has hailed the programme’s return after
a year-long pause, calling it a beacon
of hope for communities across the
country. This initiative, designed to
tackle youth unemployment and boost
the education system, is placing young
people in over 20,000 schools, offering
them valuable work experience while
supporting teachers and learners alike.
A lifeline for youth and schools
The BEEIL launched in 2020 as part of
the Presidential Employment Stimulus,
is a cornerstone of South Africa’s
efforts to create jobs and opportunities
for its young people. Managed by
the Department of Basic Education
alongside provincial education
departments, the programme is now
funded by the UIF Labour Activation
Programme and national government.
Over its previous phases, it has delivered
more than 850,000 job opportunities,
with many participants moving on to
permanent jobs or further studies.
This fifth phase sees young people
deployed to schools in townships,
villages, inner cities, farms, and special
needs institutions. Their roles are as
diverse as they are impactful—ranging
from classroom support to fixing broken
doors and inspiring learners through
sports and arts.
What the programme offers
The BEEI is more than just a job. It’s
a chance for young South Africans to
gain skills that employers value, like
time management, teamwork, problem-
solving, IT, and administration.
President Ramaphosa explained, “In
the process, participants undertake roles
aligned to school priorities to ensure
these young people add real value,
enhancing the learning environment
for learners and strengthening learning
outcomes.”
Graduates often take on classroom
roles, helping teachers focus on

Ramaphosa Welcomes 200,000 Youth into Schools
as Basic Education Johs Programme Resumes

teaching by assisting with lesson
preparation.  Curriculum  Assistants
boost subjects like maths, science, and
technology, while Reading Champions
encourage a love for books. Lab and
Workshop Assistants support technical
learning, and others handle IT, admin,
or maintenance tasks—think painting
walls or tending school gardens. Care
and Support Assistants team up with
School Support Teams to spot and
help struggling kids, while some bring
energy to sports, art, and music, lighting
up school life and building community
spirit.

The President’s take

In his weekly newsletter, President
Ramaphosa celebrated the programme’s
reach, saying, “The initiative returns to
townships, villages, inner cities, farms
and special needs schools, bringing
hope, energy and incomes to places
where opportunities are too often out
of reach.” He stressed its dual purpose:
equipping young people with skills for
the future while giving schools a much-
needed lift.

But he also warned of the challenges
ahead. “From this programme, they will
carry invaluable skills and experience.
Yet, in a tough labour market, they
will each need to tackle their next
chapter with creativity and initiative,”
he said. With youth unemployment for
those aged 15-24 soaring above 60%
in South Africa, the President urged
employers to step up, mentor these
young workers, and open doors to their
next opportunities.

A success story: Sibongile Joni
Sibongile Joni, once a Curriculum
Assistant at Emsengeni Primary School
in the Eastern Cape, is proof of the
programme’s potential. Now working at
an NGO called Masinyusane, she shared
practical advice for the new cohort:
“Be reliable: your consistency builds
trust. Be willing to learn, ask questions,
accept feedback and grow daily. Take
initiative: if something needs to be

done, do it without waiting to be told.
Treat every task as important, no matter
how small, because excellence in the
small things builds your reputation.
Always be professional: your attitude,
respect and conduct matter. Build strong
relationships with staff and learners.
People open doors for those they trust
and enjoy working with. Lastly, make
the most of the trainings offered, they
equip you with the skills you’ll need for
your next step.”

Her journey wasn’t instant. “Start
strong. Stay consistent. You’re building
your future today,” she added, a
reminder that growth takes time and
effort.

Beyond the classroom

The BEEI’s impact stretches far beyond
its 200,000 participants. By easing the
load on teachers and improving school
environments, it helps learners thrive.
Communities benefit too, as young
people bring home incomes and pride.
But it’s not without its hurdles. Critics
say it’s a short-term fix in a country
where economic growth lags and
private-sector jobs are scarce. Some
also question the selection process,
pointing to claims of unfairness in
certain areas. Still, the programme
remains a vital tool in the fight against
youth unemployment.

President Ramaphosa admitted the
limitations. “Today we celebrate this
cohort of young people beginning
meaningful work, many for the first
time. But let us also not forget those
who applied for these posts but who
weren’t selected,” he said. He called for
more support for aspiring entrepreneurs,
suggesting better access to finance,
training, markets, and networks to help
them create their own paths.

Looking ahead

The BEEI is a step forward, but
it’s not the whole answer. “We still
have much more to do to address the
plight of young people,” Ramaphosa
said, acknowledging that while the
programme  boosts  employability,
broader efforts are needed. With
unemployment a stubborn challenge,
the initiative’s success hinges on society
pitching in—whether it’s businesses
hiring, mentors guiding, or communities
rallying behind their youth.

As the President put it, “These young
people are showing us what they are
capable of. It is up to all of us in society
to give them the opportunities they need
to thrive.” For now, 200,000 young
South Africans are off to a strong start,
proving that even small steps can lead
to big change.
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Project Management

Development skill training

Enhance your project management skills
and take your career to the next level!

03 - 05 June 2025

KOPPIES, KWAKWATSI HALL
09:00 AM - 16:00 PM

This comprehensive 3-day training program will cover

essential project management development skills,

Don't miss this opportunity to develop
your project management skKills!
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Mamelodi Sundowns Release Mhule and Coetzee
as Free Agents Opening Doors for New Chapter

By Sello Masilo

amelodi Sundowns have
Mdecided not to  exercise

their contract extensions on
Sipho Mbule and Rivaldo Coetzee,
meaning both players “are free to join
a club of their choice” as of 1 June, the
players’ agent, Mike Makaab, confirmed.
Background on the Decision

Mamelodi Sundowns, often referred
to as “Masandawana”, entered the off-

season following yet another near-miss
in the CAF Champions League. Despite
significant investment in the squad, the
club failed to secure the continental
title and is now entering a strategic
rebuild phase. Contract renewals were a
major part of this process, but in a clear
statement of intent, the club chose not to
renew Mbule’s and Coetzee’s options.
Player Profiles

Sipho Mbule, 27, began his professional
journey at SuperSport United before

signing with Sundowns in 2022. Last
season, he was loaned to Sekhukhune
United, where he made a strong start,
even attracting the attention of Bafana
Bafana coach Hugo Broos. However, his
promising campaign ended prematurely
after off-field disciplinary issues led to
his loan termination.

Rivaldo Coetzee, 28, arrived at
Sundowns in 2017 following a standout
period at Ajax Cape Town. Despite
early promise — including trials with
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Celtic and becoming the youngest-ever
Bafana debutant at 17 — his career has
been disrupted by recurring injuries. In
recent seasons, he featured sporadically:
only eight appearances last season, often
being repositioned in midfield when
Sundowns recruited Jayden Adams in
January.

What the Agent Said

Mike Makaab, who represents both
players, spoke to Gagasi FM, confirming
Sundowns deliberately decided not to
trigger the renewal options. He stated:
“However, the players who have not
been exercised are Rivaldo Coetzee and
Sipho Mbule. As of the first of June both
players are free to join a club of their
choice.”

Analysis: Why These Moves?
Performance and Squad Strategy
Sundowns maintain high performance
standards. Mbule’s loan termination
raised red flags, and Coetzee’s
fitness troubles meant limited game
involvement. Both players’ exits allow
the club to free up squad spots for
fresher talent, particularly in defence and
midfield.

Financial and Contract Flexibility
Declining the contract options helps
Sundowns manage wage structure and
salary commitments. It gives the club
freedom to pursue new signings without
long-term financial obligations.

Player Self-Interest
For Mbule and Coetzee, being free
agents allows them to negotiate new
deals that better align with their career
goals—whether it’s more regular playing
time, returning to form, or joining clubs
with continental ambitions.

Reactions and Potential Destinations
Kaizer Chiefs: Rumours are linking
Mbule with Chiefs, seen as an
opportunity to deepen squad options
ahead of multiple competitions including
the CAF Confederation Cup .

Orlando Pirates: As per The South
African, Pirates may also consider
making moves for either player .
Abroad & Emerging PSL Clubs: A
number of smaller Premier Soccer
League clubs and potential overseas
teams could be interested, particularly
those looking for experienced and
versatile players.



