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Former Free State Legislature Deputy 
Speaker Sizwe Mbalo Passes Away
By Phenyo Selinda

Sizwe Mbalo, the former Deputy 
Speaker of the Free State 
Legislature, has passed away at 

the age of 55. His death on 21 August 
2024, after a courageous battle with 
cancer, marks the end of a significant 
chapter in the province’s political and 
community leadership. The news has 
been met with an outpouring of tributes 
from political figures and community 
members who admired his lifelong 
commitment to public service.
A Life of Service:
Sizwe Mbalo’s career in public service 
was marked by his unwavering 
dedication to improving the lives of 
those around him, particularly within 
the Free State province. Beginning his 

political activism in the mid-1980s, he 
quickly rose through the ranks of various 
organizations committed to fighting 
apartheid and building a democratic 
South Africa. His early involvement 
with the Congress of South African 
Students (COSAS) and the Tumahole 
Youth Congress set the stage for his later 
contributions as a member of the South 
African Youth Congress (SAYCO) and 
the African National Congress Youth 
League (ANCYL).
Following South Africa’s first democratic 
elections in 1994, Mbalo served in several 
key roles, including as the Chairperson 
of the Parys Transitional Local Council 
and the Ngwathe Local Municipality. 
His leadership was further demonstrated 
during his tenure as Speaker of the Fezile 
Dabi District Municipality and Deputy 

Speaker of the Free State Legislature. 
Most recently, Mbalo served as an advisor 
to the Premier of the Free State, where his 
expertise continued to shape provincial 
policies.
Community and Political 
Contributions:
In addition to his official roles, Mbalo was 
an active member of the ANC’s Provincial 
Executive Committee (PEC) and other 
civic organizations. His commitment 
to social justice and community 
development was evident in his work with 
the ANC Regional Executive Committee 
in Fezile Dabi, where he held various 
leadership positions, including Regional 
Chairperson. Mbalo’s efforts in rebuilding 
ANC structures and fostering unity within 
the party were widely recognized and 
appreciated.

Condolences and Tributes:
The Mbalo family expressed their deep 
gratitude for the support and love they 
have received during this difficult time. 
According to family spokesperson Tefo 
Ganafana, “Sizwe Mbalo was more 
than just a public servant; he was a 
brother, a humble community builder, a 
dedicated leader, and most importantly, 
a loving husband and father.” Mbalo 
leaves behind his wife, Tswelopele 
Sinothemba Mbalo, their three sons and 
daughter, and his extended family, who 
will continue to honor his legacy.
Upcoming Arrangements:
The family will announce funeral or 
memorial arrangements in due course 
and has requested privacy as they mourn 
their loss.

By Phenyo Selinda

North-West University (NWU) has 
been shaken by the tragic loss 
of six students following a fatal 

accident in the early hours of Sunday, 
18 August 2024. The incident, which 
took place approximately 8 kilometres 
from Moahi Village Residence, claimed 
the lives of six students, with two others 
currently in a stable condition in hospital.
The victims of this heart-wrenching 
accident have been identified as:
•	 Sinethemba Tshabalale (Faculty of 

Education, First Year)

•	 Kananelo Mokhele (Faculty of 
Humanities, Second Year)

•	 Katlego Ramodibe (Faculty of 
Economics and Management 
Sciences, Second Year)

•	 Olwethu Mpilenhle Ntsane 
Khojane (Faculty of Economics and 
Management Sciences, Second Year)

•	 Simphiwe Nzimande (Faculty 
of Economics and Management 
Sciences, First Year)

•	 Tshepo Maboa (Faculty of Economics 
and Management Sciences, First 
Year)

Two other students, Zuko Maphisa 

(Faculty of Humanities, Second Year) and 
Thembile Mbeleka (Faculty of Education, 
Second Year), remain in hospital where 
they are being treated for their injuries.
In response to this tragedy, the Economic 
Freedom Fighters Students Command 
(EFFSC) at NWU Vaal Campus issued 
a heartfelt statement expressing their 
sorrow and solidarity with the university 
community. The EFFSC conveyed their 
deepest condolences to the families, 
friends, and staff affected by this loss, 
emphasizing the profound impact this 
tragedy has had on the campus.
“We stand in solidarity with the families, 
friends, students, and staff of North West 
University as we convey our heartfelt 
condolences to the families of the students 
who lost their lives. This tragedy has left 
the North West University Vaal Campus 
community in shock and grief. We convey 
our heartfelt condolences and wish 
everyone strength during this difficult 
time,” the statement read.
The EFFSC also offered words of comfort, 
urging those who are grieving to find 
solace in the support of the community. 
“To those who are grieving, we say: you 
are not alone. We are here for you, and 
we will walk this journey with you. May 
you find solace in the love and support 
that surrounds you. May you find strength 

in the memories and moments you shared 
with your loved ones.”
NWU’s Executive Director for Student 
Life and Acting DVC for Vanderbijlpark 
Campus Operations, Professor Sibusiso 
Chalufu, also expressed deep sorrow and 
extended condolences to the families and 
friends of the deceased. “Our thoughts are 
with the families, friends, and the entire 
NWU community during this difficult 
time. We urge all affected staff and 
students to seek support from the Student 
Counselling and Development services 
available on campus.”
In an emotional display of unity and 
support, students gathered at the Student 
Centre today to uplift each other 
and share in the collective grief. The 
gathering provided a space for students 
to console one another, offering words 
of encouragement and solidarity. Many 
shared memories of the departed students, 
reflecting on the impact they had on the 
community.
The university has called on its community 
to come together in this time of mourning, 
offering support and assistance to those in 
need. A memorial service is expected to 
be announced in the coming days as the 
campus continues to reel from the loss of 
these young lives.

Tragic Accident Claims Lives of Six NWU Vanderbijlpark Students
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By Sello Masilo

The Department of Basic Education (DBE) 
has firmly refuted allegations regarding the 
handling of the National School Nutrition 
Programme (NSNP) tender. Director-
General Mathanzima Mweli addressed 
the claims head-on, denying accusations 
of secrecy and corruption in the tender 
process for the R10 billion programme, 
which is crucial for providing meals to 
millions of South African learners.
Clarification of the Tender Process:
Mweli responded to a report published 
by the Sunday Times on 18 August 2024, 
which suggested that the DBE had issued 
the NSNP tender “surreptitiously” during 
a period when the department was without 
a minister. He clarified that the tender was 
published on 22 July 2024, well after the 
new administration took office, dismissing 
the claims as false and misleading. He 
emphasized that all procedures were 
conducted transparently and in full 
compliance with legal requirements, as 
confirmed by consultations with National 
Treasury and Senior Counsel.
Modernisation for Improved Service 
Delivery:
The DBE has been working on modernising 
the NSNP since July 2023, a process that 
involved extensive consultations with 
various educational bodies, including 
the Heads of Education Committee 
(HEDCOM) and the Council of Education 
Ministers (CEM). The objective of this 
modernisation is to maximise government 
purchasing power, improve the quality of 
meals provided to learners, and ensure 
better value for money. Mweli highlighted 
that the modernisation initiative aims to 
support the most vulnerable children, 
particularly in light of the increased 
demand for school meals post-COVID-19.
Addressing Allegations of Centralisation 
and Corruption:
Mweli rejected the notion that the DBE’s 
modernisation efforts were designed for 
corrupt purposes or to centralise control 
under a single entity. He pointed out 
that the tender includes provisions for 
small, medium, and micro enterprises 
(SMMEs) and smallholder farmers, aimed 
at fostering local economic development. 
The initiative is expected to create over 
30,000 sustainable jobs and support 
thousands of small businesses, reflecting 
the government’s broader goal of reducing 
poverty and tackling the high cost of living 
for the poor.

By Phenyo Selinda

The North-West University (NWU) 
community is reeling after the 
tragic death of Mamohlotši 

Rebecca Nchabeleng, a 22-year-old final-
year BEd student, whose life was cut short 
in an alleged femicide case.
Nchabeleng’s body was discovered in 
her private residence on Monday, 19 
August 2024, at the Vanderbijlpark 
Campus. This heartbreaking discovery 
was made after her boyfriend, who is not 
affiliated with NWU, was found dead in 
Sharpeville earlier that same day. A note 
found near his body reportedly provided 
crucial information that led authorities 
to Nchabeleng’s location. The police are 
currently investigating the circumstances 
surrounding her death, but no arrests have 
been made yet.
This incident has sent shockwaves 
through the campus, highlighting once 
again the pervasive issue of gender-based 
violence in South Africa. The university 
has expressed its deepest condolences 

to Nchabeleng’s family and friends and 
has taken immediate steps to support 
those affected. Counseling services have 
been made available to students and 
staff through the Student Counseling and 
Development Centre.
Professor Sibusiso Chalufu, Acting 
Executive Director of Student Life 
and DVC of Vanderbijlpark Campus 
Operations, conveyed the university’s 
sorrow: “Our thoughts are with 
Mamohlotši Rebecca Nchabeleng’s 
family and loved ones during this difficult 
time. We are committed to providing the 
necessary support to our students and staff 
as they navigate this tragic loss.”
In addition to this tragic event, the NWU 
community was also hit hard by the deaths 
of six students in a car accident just a day 
earlier, on August 18, 2024. The accident 
occurred near Moahi Village Residence, 
leaving the campus deeply affected by 
the loss of these young lives. Two other 
students involved in the accident remain 
hospitalized in stable condition.
The Economic Freedom Fighters 

Students Command (EFFSC), South 
African Students Congress (SASCO) and 
uMkhonto we Sizwe Student Movement 
(MKSM) at NWU Vaal Campus have 
expressed deep sorrow over these events, 
urging the community to come together 
during this difficult time. On Tuesday, 
students gathered at the Student Centre 
to support one another, reflecting the 
solidarity and resilience of the NWU 
community in the face of these devastating 
tragedies.

Final-Year Student Allegedly Killed in 
Femicide Case at NWU Vaal Campus

By Phenyo Selinda

South African police have arrested a 
40-year-old Zambian national suspected 
of being a key figure in a notorious 
kidnapping and drug trafficking syndicate. 
The arrest took place on Sunday morning 
at OR Tambo International Airport as the 
suspect arrived from Zambia.
The suspect, believed to be one of the 
masterminds behind a kidnapping-for-
ransom ring targeting businessmen in 
South Africa, had been under close 
surveillance by the police. According 
to Brigadier Athlenda Mathe, National 
Police spokeswoman, the suspect is 
“specifically linked to the kidnapping 
of a 63-year-old businessman” from 
Helderkruin, Roodepoort, in July. This 

businessman was rescued on the same 
day that authorities uncovered a massive 
stash of crystal meth worth R300 million 
at two locations in Fourways and a hotel 
in Bruma.
The arrested individual is also suspected 
of playing a central role in the drug 
trafficking operation that led to the seizure 
of the crystal meth. His apprehension was 
the result of a coordinated effort by a 
multidisciplinary team led by the SAPS 
Anti-Kidnapping Task Team, along with 
Counter Intelligence, detectives, JMPD 
K-9 unit, Flying Squad, and private 
security forces.
The suspect will face charges alongside 
eight others who were previously arrested 
in connection with both the businessman’s 
kidnapping and the drug bust.

Police Nab Zambian Suspect Linked to R300 Million 
Drug Bust and Businessman’s Kidnapping

The South African Police 
Service (SAPS) has confirmed 
the successful extradition of 

Lehlonoholo Maketoane (40), the 
primary suspect in the murder of Heilbron 
Regional Magistrate, Mamello Thamae. 
Maketoane, who fled to Lesotho following 
the crime, was arrested on 22 September 
2023 after an intensive investigation 
involving the Lesotho Mounted Police 
Service (LMPS) and Interpol.
Maketoane is accused of murdering his 
wife, Mamello Thamae, whose body was 
found tied up and gagged in the boot of 
their vehicle in Mokhotlong, Lesotho. The 
discovery was made shortly after both 
Thamae and Maketoane were reported 
missing from their Heilbron home. It was 
revealed during the investigation that 
Thamae had initiated divorce proceedings, 

Suspect in Heilbron Magistrate’s Murder Extradited from Lesotho
which Maketoane allegedly cited as the 
reason behind the brutal act.
Following his arrest, Maketoane appeared 
in the Mokhotlong Magistrate’s Court, 
where he reportedly confessed to the 
crime. He is now back in South Africa 
and is expected to appear in the Heilbron 
Magistrate’s Court on 23 August 2024, 
facing charges of murder and kidnapping.
The case has sparked outrage across 
South Africa, particularly within the 
judiciary. The Southern African Chapter 
of the International Association of 
Women Judges (SAC-IAWJ) condemned 
the murder, highlighting the ongoing 
struggle against gender-based violence in 
the country. Thamae was remembered as 
a dedicated and passionate member of the 
judiciary, who served with distinction as a 
regional magistrate and acting judge.

Mweli Defends 
DBE’s R10bn 

School Food Tender, 
Rejects Corruption 

Claims
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By Phenyo Selinda

The Free State MEC for Cooperative 
Governance, Traditional Affairs, 
and Human Settlements, Mr. Saki 

Mokoena, is scheduled to visit Rouxville 
in the Mohokare Local Municipality 
on 22 August 2024. This intervention 
follows a community-led shutdown that 
has severely disrupted essential services, 
particularly the town’s water supply, since 
19 August 2024. The protest action was 
initiated by the residents of Rouxville, 

who are demanding the removal of the 
local municipal mayor, citing ongoing 
failures in service delivery.
MEC Mokoena’s visit will be a crucial 
fact-finding mission aimed at addressing 
the root causes of the unrest. During 
his visit, the MEC will engage directly 
with the political leadership of the 
Mohokare Municipality to obtain a 
comprehensive understanding of the 
situation. This engagement is expected to 
provide valuable insights into the critical 
issues at hand and inform the necessary 
interventions required to restore order and 
resume normal service delivery.
In addition to meeting with municipal 
leaders, MEC Mokoena will hold 
discussions with the Rouxville community. 
These discussions will focus on their 
grievances, particularly the demand for 
the mayor’s removal, which has been a 
central issue in the protests. The MEC’s 
visit is seen as a pivotal step in addressing 
the community’s concerns and finding a 
resolution to the ongoing disruptions.
Accompanying MEC Mokoena on this 
visit will be Mr. Sugar Ramakarane, the 
Head of the Department of Cooperative 
Governance and Traditional Affairs 
(Cogta), along with other senior officials.

Free State MEC to Intervene in 
Mohokare Municipality Shutdown

By Mpho Moloi

Eskom, in collaboration with various 
law enforcement agencies, successfully 
removed over 35 illegally connected 
transformers in Diepsloot Extension 6, 
Gauteng. The operation, which took place 
on 20 August 2024, is part of Eskom’s 
ongoing efforts to reclaim its network 
and mitigate the financial and operational 
strain caused by unauthorized electricity 
connections.
Eskom revealed that during the 2022/23 
financial year, it suffered non-technical 

losses amounting to approximately R5 
billion due to illegal connections, meter 
bypasses, and other electricity-related 
criminal activities. These activities not 
only destabilize the electricity network, 
causing frequent outages and substandard 
service for paying customers, but also 
pose significant safety risks to Eskom’s 
technicians.
Monde Bala, Eskom’s Group Executive 
for Distribution, expressed deep 
appreciation for the collaboration with 
the South African Police Service (SAPS), 
Joburg Metropolitan Police Department 

(JMPD), Red Ants, Eskom Protective 
Services, and private security companies. 
Bala emphasized that these efforts are 
crucial in safeguarding Eskom’s assets, 
ensuring public safety, and reducing the 
severe energy losses caused by illegal 
connections.
In addition to removing the illegal 
transformers, Eskom is currently 
investigating allegations from community 
leaders that some of its employees may be 
involved in the sale of illegal transformers. 
“We maintain a zero-tolerance policy 
towards crime and corruption and 
will update community leaders on the 
outcomes of these investigations once 
they are concluded,” Bala added.
Residents of Diepsloot, however, have 

Eskom and Law Enforcement Remove Over 35 Illegal Transformers in Diepsloot
voiced their frustrations, claiming that the 
poor service delivery in their area forced 
them to resort to illegal connections. 
According to local reports, some residents 
even admitted to purchasing electricity 
from unregistered vendors due to the 
prolonged delays in Eskom’s response 
to their needs. The area’s councillor, 
speaking to the media, acknowledged the 
severity of the crime rate in Diepsloot, 
which he suggested pushed residents 
to seek alternative means of electricity 
supply, albeit illegally.
Eskom has reiterated its call for 
communities to refrain from engaging 
in illegal activities related to electricity 
and has urged the public to report such 
activities to the Eskom Crime Line.

The African National Congress 
(ANC) and the Economic 
Freedom Fighters (EFF) have both 

acknowledged the recent decline in South 
Africa’s annual consumer price inflation, 
which dropped to a three-year low of 4.6% 
in July 2024. This marks a significant 
decrease from June’s 5.1%, offering 
a temporary reprieve to households 
struggling with high living costs.
In a statement, the ANC welcomed the 
drop, noting that this lower inflation 
environment could provide flexibility 
for interest rate reductions, thereby 
easing credit costs for households and 
boosting disposable income. ANC Acting 
National Spokesperson Zuko Godlimpi 
emphasized that the continuing fall in 
consumer prices reflects the success of 
the party’s economic stabilization efforts, 
aligning with their 2024 manifesto’s 
priority to reduce the high cost of living. 
Godlimpi also mentioned that the ANC-
led Government of National Unity (GNU) 
will continue to implement policy actions 
to stabilize essential industries, ensuring 
sustained economic growth.

Conversely, the EFF’s response, while 
acknowledging the positive aspect of 
the inflation decline, was critical of the 
South African Reserve Bank’s (SARB) 
monetary policies. EFF National 
Spokesperson Leigh-Ann Mathys argued 
that the SARB’s approach, particularly 
the interest rate hikes since July 2022, 
has been misguided. She highlighted 
that the economy’s growth remains 
stagnant, with unemployment and poverty 
continuing to rise. The EFF called for a 
more unconventional and broad-based 
approach to monetary policy, urging the 
Reserve Bank to reduce interest rates by 
150 basis points in its next meeting to 
avoid further economic suffocation.
On social media platform X, opinions 
were mixed, with some users praising the 
ANC’s efforts to lower inflation, while 
others echoed the EFF’s concerns about 
the broader economic impacts of current 
policies. Many expressed frustration over 
the lack of tangible improvements in job 
creation and economic growth despite the 
lower inflation figures.

ANC and EFF Respond to Decline 
in Consumer Price Inflation Amid 
Broader Economic Concerns
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KwaDabeka Twins to Represent South 
Africa at Stockholm Junior Water Prize 
with Innovative “Drop-Drop” App
By Lerato Mpembe

Fifteen-year-old twins Sandisiwe 
and Sanelisiwe Nhlozi, hailing 
from KwaDabeka near Pinetown 

in KwaZulu-Natal, are preparing to make 
their mark on the international stage at 
the prestigious Stockholm Junior Water 
Prize competition. The event, set to take 
place in Stockholm, Sweden, this Sunday, 
will see the twins flying the South African 
flag high as they present their innovative 
project, the “Drop-Drop” water education 
and awareness app.
The Nhlozi sisters earned the honour of 
representing South Africa by winning 
the South African Youth Water Prize 
(SAYWP) in June 2024. The competition, 
driven by the Department of Water and 
Sanitation, challenges high school learners 
to identify water-related problems in their 
communities and devise technology-
based solutions. Their victory was 
secured through their app, which aims to 
enhance education around the importance 
of water conservation and prudent usage 
in communities.
Currently in Grade 10 at Buhlebemfundo 
Secondary School, the twins are eager to 
refine and implement their project further, 

regardless of the outcome in Stockholm. 
“Of course, we want to win, but if it 
happens that we do not win, we hope to 
see ‘Drop-Drop’ being developed further 
and implemented in communities where it 
is needed the most,” the sisters stated with 
enthusiasm.
Their commitment to contributing to water 
solutions in South Africa extends beyond 
the competition. With comprehensive 
bursaries awarded by the Department of 
Water and Sanitation, the sisters plan to 
pursue studies in Civil Engineering after 
matric, aiming to work within the water 
sector and address the country’s ongoing 
water challenges.
Reflecting on their win in the SAYWP, 
Sandisiwe shared, “When we won 
the SAYWP competition, we were so 
overwhelmed with joy and gratitude. 
Although we did not think that we would 
win, because of the tough competition with 
our counterparts from other provinces, 
it was through teamwork and dedication 
that we were crowned winners.”
The upcoming trip to Sweden marks the 
first time the twins will travel outside of 
South Africa, and they are excited about 
the opportunity to represent their country 
on such a significant platform. “Being 

provided with this opportunity to represent 
South Africa is an incredible honour and 
privilege. We feel proud, excited, and 
nervous, but we find comfort in each other 
and in knowing that learners at our school 
and even those we competed with are 
supporting us,” Sanelisiwe added.
The Department of Water and Sanitation 
has expressed its support for the twins 
and reaffirmed its commitment to 
collaborating with the Department of 

Basic Education to raise awareness about 
water education. The department hopes 
to inspire more young minds to take an 
interest in the water sector and contribute 
innovative solutions.
The Stockholm Junior Water Prize is a 
global competition that attracts thousands 
of entries from around 35 countries. It is 
open to young people aged 15 to 20 who 
have developed research projects aimed at 
solving major water challenges.

By Thabo Mosia

Johannesburg, 22 August 2024 – The political 
landscape in South Africa took a significant 
turn on Thursday when the uMkhonto 
weSizwe (MK) Party, under the leadership 
of former President Jacob Zuma, officially 
announced Floyd Shivambu as its new 
National Organiser. The announcement was 
made during a media briefing held at The 
Capital Empire in Sandton, marking a pivotal 
moment in the MK Party’s ongoing efforts 
to consolidate its position as a formidable 
political force.
Shivambu’s Strategic Role
Shivambu, a co-founder and former Deputy 
President of the Economic Freedom Fighters 
(EFF), resigned from the EFF just last week, 
signaling a dramatic shift in his political career. 

His new role in the MK Party comes with a clear 
mandate: to strengthen and expand the party’s 
national structures. As the National Organiser, 
Shivambu will be responsible for not only 
organizing and developing the MK Party’s 
operational documents but also overseeing 
political education, policy development, and 
the monitoring and evaluation of governance 
among public representatives .
Speaking at the press briefing, MK Party 
Secretary-General Sifiso Maseko outlined the 
significant responsibilities that Shivambu will 
undertake. “Floyd will be crucial in assembling 
the best of society to demonstrate that the MK 
Party has the capacity to govern effectively. 
His role is not just symbolic but is integral 
to our strategic vision,” Maseko stated. The 
appointment comes at a time when the MK 
Party is restructuring its leadership to include 

a top eight officials, alongside 22 additional 
members of its national high command .
Zuma’s Endorsement and Praise
Jacob Zuma, who has been at the helm of 
the MK Party since its inception, praised 
Shivambu’s decision to join, describing him 
as an “honest and calculative” leader. Zuma 
emphasized that Shivambu’s appointment 
was not a mere political move but a strategic 
alignment that reflects the party’s revolutionary 
goals. “Floyd has demonstrated a commitment 
to the revolution, and his decision to join us is 
a testament to his belief in our shared vision 
for South Africa,” Zuma remarked during the 
media briefing .
Shivambu’s Stance on the EFF and Julius 
Malema
Shivambu did not shy away from addressing 
his departure from the EFF, particularly his 
relationship with EFF leader Julius Malema. 
In a pointed statement, Shivambu criticized 
the EFF’s current trajectory, suggesting that 
the party’s recent decline in electoral support 
was a sign of its waning influence. He argued 
that the formation of the MK Party was a 
necessary step to unify the “progressive 
caucus” in South Africa, which he believes is 
crucial for the future of black South Africans .
“The notion of small, unviable political parties 
is not sustainable. We need a unified front 
that can genuinely advance the revolutionary 
agenda, and the MK Party is positioned to lead 
that effort,” Shivambu stated. His comments 
were seen as a direct challenge to Malema, 
further deepening the rift between the former 
allies .
Reaction from the EFF and Sinawo Tambo
In response to Shivambu’s remarks, EFF 
MP Sinawo Tambo took to social media to 
express his disapproval. In a scathing post on 

Jacob Zuma’s MK Party Announces Former EFF Deputy 
President Floyd Shivambu as National Organiser

X, Tambo accused Shivambu of abandoning 
the revolutionary ideals he once championed 
within the EFF. “You establish an organization, 
and then have the audacity to insinuate that 
it is suddenly a small and unviable ‘fiefdom’ 
after our first, small decline at polls?” Tambo 
wrote. He further criticized Shivambu’s 
decision to join the MK Party, suggesting that 
it was driven by personal ambition rather than 
a genuine commitment to the revolutionary 
cause .
The New MK Party Leadership
The MK Party’s new leadership structure 
was also unveiled at the briefing. Alongside 
Shivambu, the top eight officials include 
Zuma as President, Dr. John Hlophe as Deputy 
President, and Sifiso Maseko as Secretary-
General. Other key appointments include 
Nombuso Mkhize as Deputy Secretary-
General, Nkosinathi Nhleko as National 
Chairperson, Wilson Sebiloane as Deputy 
National Chairperson, and Menzi Ngubane 
as Treasurer General. This leadership 
collective is expected to guide the MK Party 
as it positions itself as a major player in South 
Africa’s political arena .
Julius Malema’s Response
Julius Malema, who has been at the forefront 
of the EFF since its inception, addressed 
the situation during a speech to the Gauteng 
Ground Forces. Malema acknowledged 
Shivambu’s departure but downplayed 
its impact on the EFF. He reiterated his 
commitment to the EFF’s revolutionary 
principles and warned against being distracted 
by those who have chosen a different path. 
“We will continue our fight for economic 
freedom. Those who have left us have made 
their choice, but the EFF remains steadfast,” 
Malema said .
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Africa’s desire to be fully represented in 
all decision-making organs of the United 
Nations (UN), particularly in the security 
council, is informed by three factors. 
First, repairing the historical injustice 
of its underrepresentation in global 
governance. Second, recognising African 
contributions in shaping the contemporary 
world order. Third, the urgency of securing 
the legitimacy of the UN in the face of 
emerging threats to international peace and 
security.
At the African Union’s fifth ordinary 
session held in Sirte, Libya in 2005, 
African leaders adopted the Ezulwini 
consensus. It expressed Africa’s desire
to be fully represented in all decision-
making organs of the UN, particularly in 
the security council.
Africa’s experience of the UN system 
over the past 80 years has been one of 
misrepresentation and underrepresentation.
The media, academics and global political 
actors portray the continent as a basket-
case of backward societies that are always 
receiving aid, rather than as agents of 
progress. The continent is excluded from 
permanent membership of the security 
council, and inadequately represented as 
non-permanent members.
Africa’s common position on UN reform 
calls for no less than two permanent seats,
with all the prerogatives and privileges of 
permanent membership including the right 
of veto.
Africa also wants five non-permanent seats.
Reform of the security council is long 
overdue. Its structure — five permanent 
members with veto power and ten non-
permanent elected members serving two-
year terms — is outdated. It reflects the 
configuration of global power at the end of 
the second world war.
The security council is the most powerful 
body of the UN. It is the primary body 
responsible for maintaining international 
peace and security. Its decisions are 
binding on UN member states. Africa 
is the only region without a permanent 
seat, despite representing 54 of the 193 
members of the UN and 17% of the world’s 
population.
The council faces a credibility crisis 
because of its failure to address the 
biggest conflicts of our time. Expanding 
representation and democratising its 
working methods is essential to ensuring 
its legitimacy, credibility and effectiveness 
in meeting the security challenges of the 
future.
Historical injustices
The goal of Africa’s common position is to 
correct the “historical injustice” of its lack 
of representation and recognition. And the 
many injustices the continent has endured 
over the past 500 years.
Over four centuries, the European slave 
trade trafficked about 12 million to 15 
million Africans across the Atlantic to 
produce sugar, coffee, tobacco and cotton 
for the global capitalist economy. As the 
African scholar Adekeye Adebajo argues,

the west’s industrialisation was thus 
literally built on the back of African 
slavery. For Africa, the slave trade 
brought about devastating and irrevocable 
consequences in the form of depopulation, 
increased warfare to enslave more people, 
mass migration, and ecological damage 
that exacerbated diseases and food 
insecurity.
This sorry history takes us to Berlin in 
1884, where European leaders parcelled 
out the continent among themselves.
A major consequence was the imposition 
of colonial states that divided communities 
and operated on a logic of extraction and 
oppression of their populations. This 
continues to be felt in the unmanageable 
governance systems on the continent that 
are often incompatible with democracy and 
the rule of law.
This has led to intractable violent conflicts. 
In the 30 years since the end of the cold 
war in 1991, African conflicts have 
dominated the security council agenda. 
African issues took up nearly 50% of 
the council’s meetings and 70% of its 
resolutions. Africa is (permanently) on 
the menu, but Africans do not have a 
(permanent) seat at the table.
Berlin also laid the foundations for the 
neocolonialism that continues to define 
Africa’s economic relations with the rich 
nations. Africa loses an estimated US$203 
billion a year through illicit financial flows, 

profits by multinational corporations and 
ecological destruction.
In 1945, world leaders gathered to establish 
the United Nations. Of the 51 original 
member states only four were African: 
Egypt, Ethiopia, Liberia and the Union 
of South Africa. Most of Africa was still 
under colonial rule.
Africa’s contribution to the UN
Africa has not been a mere recipient of the 
UN’s largesse, but an active contributor to 
its success.
As more African states gained their 
independence in the 1960s, they agitated 
for reform of the security council. They 
succeeded in its expansion from 11 to 15 
members, in 1965, with the addition of 
elected seats for Africa.
The UN’s practice and jurisprudence 
evolved through the activism of African 
states. Milestones include the declaration 
of apartheid as a crime against humanity 
in 1973 and adoption of the international 
apartheid convention.
Over the past 60 years Africans have 
contributed personnel to UN peacekeeping 
missions around the world. Four African 
countries are in the top 10 contributors of 
peacekeepers. African countries also took 
up the cause of independence for Namibia 
in the International Court of Justice. They 
have also taken leadership in the UN, 
including two secretaries general.
The African Union and African regional 
actors oversee 10 peace operations. African 
peace missions have upheld important UN 
norms by challenging unconstitutional 
changes of government.
Within the security council, successive 
African members have led informal 
reforms like:

•	 sharing the penholding responsibility 
on African issues

•	 promoting closer relations between the 
UN and regional organisations

•	 ensuring security interventions respond 
to the needs of people in conflict 
situations. African states have long 
lobbied the council to reduce poverty 
and control the flow of small arms as 
strategies for conflict prevention.

Ensuring legitimacy of the UN
Finally, reform of the UN is necessary to 
ensure its legitimacy in an uncertain future 
of new and evolving security threats. These 
include the climate crisis, novel pandemics 
and new technologies like artificial 
intelligence.
Failure to solve major conflicts in the 
past decade has dented the institution’s 
credibility.
If institutions are perceived to be exclusive 
and unfair, members stop cooperating with 
them.
Looking to the future
The UN turns 100 in 2045. At that point 
Africa will have 2.3 billion people, making 
up 25% of the global population. Young 
Africans will be the world’s work force 
and consumer base, fuelling the global 
economy. Will the membership of the 
security council still look like it does 
today?
The nature of global threats and the 
definition of international security have 
changed dramatically since 1945. Such 
threats can only be resolved by a security 
council that represents the interests and 
perspectives of all humanity.
This is an edited version of the author’s 
address to the UN security council on 12 
August 2024.

Africa on the UN security council: 
why the continent should have two 
permanent seats

As a seasoned governance expert with 
over 16 years of experience in Corporate/
Board Governance, I have seen firsthand 
the importance of a well-functioning 
Board of Directors. Currently, I sit 
on various Councils, Boards, and 
Committees, including the HPCSA, 
FSGLTA (Free State 
Gambling, Liquor and 
Tourism Authority), 
LPC, Gauteng Mental 
Health Review 
Board, and the Cape 
Peninsula University 
of Technology. In this 
article, I will share my 
insights on the critical 
role of the Board and 
the dangers of getting 
involved in day-to-day 
operations.
The Board’s Role: 
Strategy, Oversight, and Governance
The primary responsibilities of the Board 
of Directors include:
1.	 Setting the company’s vision, 

mission, and strategic objectives
2.	 Overseeing financial performance 

and making key decisions on 
resource allocation

3.	 Appointing, monitoring, and 
evaluating senior management

4.	 Ensuring compliance with laws, 
regulations, and ethical standards

The Dangers of Day-to-Day Involvement
When Board members become too 
involved in day-to-day operations, it can 

lead to:
1.	 Micromanaging: 
Board members 
may start to dictate 
how tasks should 
be performed, 
undermining 
the authority of 
management.
2.	 Conflicts with 
Management: Board 
members may have 
different opinions on 
operational matters, 
leading to conflicts 

with senior management.
3.	 Lack of Focus on Strategic 

Issues: By getting bogged down 
in operational details, Board 
members may neglect their core 
responsibilities of setting strategy 
and overseeing performance.

4.	 Inefficient Use of Board Members’ 

Time and Expertise: Board members’ 
time and expertise are better utilized 
focusing on high-level decision-
making rather than getting entangled 
in operational matters.

Best Practices for Boards
To avoid these pitfalls, Boards should:
1.	 Establish Clear Roles and 

Responsibilities: Define the roles 
of Board members, management, 
and staff to avoid confusion and 
overlapping responsibilities.

2.	 Set Clear Expectations: 
Communicate expectations around 
Board involvement in day-to-day 
operations to management and staff.

3.	 Focus on Strategic Issues: Prioritize 
strategic discussions and decision-
making during Board meetings.

4.	 Empower Management: Trust 
and empower senior management 
to handle day-to-day operations, 
providing guidance and oversight as 
needed.

By maintaining a clear understanding of 
their roles and responsibilities, Boards 
can ensure effective governance, strategic 
direction, and oversight, ultimately 
driving the success of the company.

The Role of the Board of Directors: 
Avoiding the Pitfalls of Day-to-Day Involvement
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By Phenyo Selinda

Kaizer Chiefs have confirmed the signing 
of Angolan international Inacio Miguel 
Ferreira dos Santos from Petro de Luanda, 
further bolstering their squad as they gear 
up for the upcoming season.
Kaizer Chiefs, one of South Africa’s most 
prestigious football clubs, announced 
on Wednesday the acquisition of Inacio 
Miguel, a 28-year-old centre-back who 
has been a key player for Petro de Luanda, 
one of Angola’s top football clubs. Miguel 
arrives in South Africa after undergoing a 
successful medical and has signed a three-
year deal with the Soweto giants.
Miguel, who is simply known as Inacio 
Miguel in the football world, becomes 
the first Angolan international to sign for 
Chiefs’ senior team. His addition marks 
the fifth signing for Amakhosi during 
the current transfer window, as the club 
continues its efforts to build a formidable 
squad for the 2024/2025 season. He joins 
a roster of recent signings, including 
Rushwin Dortley, Fiacre Ntwari, Bongani 

Sam, and Gaston Sirino, all of whom have 
been brought in to strengthen various 
positions within the team.
Background on Inacio Miguel:
Born in Portugal, Inacio Miguel has 
established himself as a reliable and 
versatile defender, capable of playing 
both as a centre-back and a right-back. 
His career took off in Angola, where 
he became an integral part of Petro de 
Luanda, a club with a rich history and 
a strong presence in African football. 
Miguel’s impressive performances in the 
CAF Champions League, coupled with 
his role in helping Petro de Luanda secure 
the Angolan domestic league title last 
season, have earned him recognition on 
the international stage. He has also been 
capped five times by the Angolan national 
team, further highlighting his experience 
and capabilities.
Kaizer Chiefs’ Sporting Director, Kaizer 
Motaung Jr., expressed his excitement 
about the new signing, stating, “We are 
happy to have a player of Inacio Miguel’s 
calibre join our team. We’ve watched 

him and believe his experience, skill, 
and passion for the game embody the 
spirit of Kaizer Chiefs and will add a lot 
of positives to the team. We believe that 
he will contribute significantly with his 
talent and are looking forward to working 
with him as he writes another chapter of 
his career in South Africa.”
Pre-Season Preparations and Recent 
Signings:
In addition to Inacio Miguel, Kaizer Chiefs 
have been active in the transfer market, 
securing several key players to ensure a 
competitive edge in the upcoming season. 
Rushwin Dortley, a promising young 
defender, and Fiacre Ntwari, a highly-
rated goalkeeper from Rwanda, have been 
added to reinforce the team’s defensive 

Kaizer Chiefs Strengthen 
Squad with Signing of Angolan 
Defender Inacio Miguel

and goalkeeping options. Bongani Sam, 
an experienced full-back, and Gaston 
Sirino, a skilled attacking midfielder 
from Uruguay, have also joined the ranks, 
bringing with them a wealth of experience 
and tactical versatility.
Kaizer Chiefs have also been hard at work 
during their pre-season tour, focusing on 
building team chemistry and refining 
their strategies. The tour has seen the 
team engage in several high-intensity 
matches, providing the coaching staff with 
valuable insights into the new signings’ 
integration into the squad. The tour has 
been instrumental in assessing the team’s 
readiness for the challenges ahead and 
ensuring that the new additions are well-
prepared for the competitive season.

By Sello Masilo

The South African Football Association 
(SAFA) has denied recent allegations 
that it sought financial assistance from 
Minister of Sport, Arts, and Culture 
Gayton McKenzie to cover the salary of 

Bafana Bafana coach Hugo Broos. The 
claims, initially published by the Sunday 
Times over the past weekend, have been 
labelled by SAFA as entirely baseless and 
malicious.
In an official statement released on 20 
August 2024, SAFA dismissed the Sunday 

SAFA Denies Reports of Seeking Minister’s 
Help with Bafana Bafana Coach’s Salary

Times article, which asserted that the 
SAFA Finance Committee had convened 
two weeks ago at SAFA House, where 
it purportedly recommended that Chief 
Financial Officer (CFO) Gronie Hluyo 
approach Minister McKenzie for help in 
paying Broos’ salary. SAFA categorically 
denied that any such discussion took 
place, stating, “No such conversation 
came up during the meeting.”
Furthermore, SAFA clarified that the CFO 
has not received any documentation related 
to such a proposal, nor has the association 
reached out to the Minister regarding this 
matter. The statement added, “This report 
is a complete fabrication, malicious, and 
devoid of any truth, and SAFA wishes to 
dismiss it with the contempt it deserves.”
The association also criticized the Sunday 
Times journalist for failing to adequately 
verify the information before publishing 
the article. According to SAFA, the 
journalist made only one attempt to 
obtain a comment from the association 
and did not contact other relevant parties 
to confirm the facts.
SAFA President Danny Jordaan 
emphasized that despite the distraction 

caused by these false reports, the 
association remains focused on its 
mission. “We will not be detracted from 
our plans,” the statement concluded, 
reaffirming SAFA’s commitment to its 
ongoing programmes for both junior and 
senior national teams.

This report is 
a complete 
fabrication, 

malicious, and 
devoid of any 

truth

“


